or changed by the popular breath, and is neceffarily
changed once in thiee years; a body, where power 1s
reftricted by ipecitic limits prefcribed by the people; a
" body, accountaile to heir conitituents for all their con-
dtét; that paltry unnatusal jealouiy of power in fuch a
b.dy, is pregnant with more miichief to the United
States, than le.ions of difciplined trogps, Next to the
jealous ditpofition, the felfithnefs of particular Rates
may be ranked as the gieatett inconvenience in our
un:on  Should any individual ftate, from motives of
lucal interelt, retufe to compiy with this equally juft,
equitable and fa.utary meafure, fuch refutal mut at any
rate retard the fulfiliment of our puolic engagements,
and molt probably end in the creation of fome compul-
fory power on the continent, which fhall oblige the
ftates to a& in concert, or, what is more to be dreaded,
terminate in a total diffolution of ous federal govern.
ment,
N E W . Y O R K, Mayaié6.
Extrall of a lettsr from Scatland, dated March 24, 1784.
¢« Every thing in this country is in a ftate of contu-
ficn, and patriots feem determined to clip the wings of
the nobility, who, by means of the influence the)r arge
poticflions give them, have direted for fome time the
fate of all the eletions for members both for counties
and boroughs. The gentiemen, taking their cue from
the leader of tne houte of cominons, have determined,
that no man recommmended or countenanced by any
peer, fhali Le returned as a member of parliament,
‘I 'hey have alio relolved, at a very full meeting held
fome days ago at Edinburgh, that in a variety of in-
ftances, the articles of the union have been deviated
fiom, and that it was the opinion of the meeting, that
Scotland had not a fufficient number of reprefentatives,
and that a peremptory demand fhould be made to have
two reprefentatives for each county, one for Edinburgh,
Glatgow and Aberdeer, and one for each of the bo.
roughs; and that if thofe juft requefts were refufed,
fuch meafures be followed, as may be neceffary to fup-
port the dignity of the country in its original luftre
Fune 2. saturday morning lat, John Way, E(q; of
Newtown, Long-1{land, put an end to his life, He was
obferved to be very cheerful all the morning, and not
long before he perpetrated the Loirid fcene, went into
the kitchen and faid, ¢¢ Girls, you muft take care of
yourfelves, for I am done for,” and immediately went
away from them; foon after they heard a groaning
noife, and much alarmed, went to fee where it was,
but fuppofing it to be in the cellar, could make no dif.
covery of any thing; fome time afterwards one of the
girls having occafion to go into an adjacent room, found
him dead, his throat being cut; no circumftances as
yet have been heard of, that could induce hin thus to
deftroy himfelf, and abandon eafe and afluence. The
confiderate man, while he detefts the depravity of hu.
man nature, in arrogating a power due to ti e juft and
Omnipotent Ruler of the univerfe, will veil this melan-
choly fcene with pity, and tury in oblivion an aét to be
" alone attributed to lunacy. He has left an only daugh.
ter, and it is {aid, that by a will which is fince found,
his whole eftate is left to a diftant relation, and his
daughter made no other provifion for, than that of be-
ing brought up genteelly,
PHILADELPHIA, Fun 3.
Tuelday afternoon we had a fevere thunder guft, in
which tiie houfe ot Samuel Wharton, Efq; oppofite Al.
mond-{rrcet, a wooden building near the houfe ot em.
ployment, and the fhip America, captain Keeler, lay-
irz «t isuddeil's wharf, were ftruck with lightening ; as
were two houles in Second. ltreet, above Vine-ftreet, in
one cf which a Mrs, Bock was killed ;: the had a
child in her arms at the time, Lut it received no da-
M1t €,
EniraB of aletter from a gentleman in | ondon to bis Sfriend
in tids city, dated March 25, 1784,
~ ¢ Probably you may expett a little political informa-
tion, 1am forry in the extieme to acquaint you, as
m.it'ers appear to me, that this fo hitherto univerfally
admired conftitution approaches precipitately to its an-,
ninilation. The king, iilegally, by his influence, pre-
vented Mr. Fox's Eaft-India biil paffing the houfe of
jords. The commons, tenacious of their privilege,
tock fi e thereat. H:is majefty (or what Mail I call
hirc) immediately diinnfled his miniftry, and forced a.
nother cn them, who had not their confidence. They
repeatediy addreffed the crown for a broad and efficient
admin ftration, " and one that h>d their confidence.
He refuied their conftitutional requeft, in a manner
that can only be equalied by the infolence of the mini-
fter of the moment, Mr, Pitt; and this day, notwith.
ftanding the urgency of public bufinets, and the totter-
ing fate of public credit, there being more than thirty
millions untunded, the parliament of Great-Britain was
diffolved, in hopes that a more fubfervient one will be
chofen. Shoulu that be the cafe, our government will
be immediately changed to a monarchy in effedt,
though the aEpcarance may be preferved. If otherwife
(as the king has the virtue of perfeverance in a moft
wonderful degree) a civil war, I think, muft inevitably
take place. As | have a horrid diflike to either, have
repared a fum of money to fupport myfelf and family
In fome other part of the world. I with Philadelphia
was not {o remote—a’ fpot and people I prefer to all o.
thers, except my own country on its ufual terms —The
peopie at large are perfeltiy ignorant of the prelent dii.
pute. They conceive it to be between Fox and Pitt,
for power;—when the real conteft is neither more or
lefs, than the crown againtt the conftitution. The peo-
ple, from their ignorance of .the fubjet, are nine out
of ten for the kim:, and a great many addrefles have
Lecen prefented to the throne thanking him for the late
difmiffion of his minifters : but when their eyes are o-
pen (and I think it will not be long before they are) a
certain gentleman mutft alter his condu&, or he will be
obliged-0-retire to a certain part of the continent of
Europe, and finith a wretched life, which had it never
been called into exiftence had been happy for millions
of mankind.”

ANNAPOLIS, Fune 17.

The fchooner John, captain Daniel Darby, of Phila-
delphia, we hear, is arrived at Dominica, with a cargo
of flaves trom the coaft of Africa.

Captain Cranfton, from Antigua, on the 2ad ult, 6o
leagues eaft of Cape Henry, fpoke the thip Hamburgh,

captain Paul, frcm Baltimore for Hamburgh, out two
days, all well.

By the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS
affembled, December 21, 1781.

O N the report of the fuperintendent of finance, to
whomr was 1eferred a report ot a committee on a letter
of the ad of Auguft from the faid fuperintendent,

Refolved, That the commiffioner for fettling accounts
according to the act of the aoth of Febiuary laft, do re-
ceive lottery tickets as vouchers for the prizes which
may have been drawn to fuch tickets, and certify the
fame as debts of the United States, at and-after the rate
of one dollar in fpecie for every forty dollars of fuch
prizes.

Extrals from the journal of congref;.

April 23, The report of the grand committee ap-
pointed to prepare and report to congrefs, the arrears
of intereft on' the national debt, together witn the ex-
pences for the year 1784, and a requifition ot money
on the ftates for difcharging the fame, being amended
to read as follows,

Refalved, That there will be wanting for arrears of
intereft on the national debt to the end of the year 1783,
and for the intereft ot the foreign debt and fesvices of
the prefent year 1784, from the firft to the laft day
thereof inclufive, the following fums, expreffed_in dol.
lars, tenths and hundiedths of dollars. .

The civil department, - 107,525.13

The military department, . 100,000

The marine department, - 30,000

Purchafes of the Indian rights
of foil, and the incidental
expences, - . !

p . 60.000
Contingencies,

60.000

457:535:33
Debts contraéted and fill un- it

paid for fervices of 1782 and

1783, - - - - - 1,000,000
Intereft on the national debt as follows.

178s. ForelicN DesrT,

Dec. 31, Three years intereft
on the Spanithloan
of 150,000 dollars,

1783. at five per cent,

Dec. 31. Spanifhloan,oneyear,

To the farmers gene.
ral of France,
1784. livres 846,710.5,

June 1. Dutch  loan "o
1,800 coo florins,
at g per cent,

Sept 3. French loan of 134
m:llion livres, at
ditto s

Nov. 5. Dutch loan of 10 mil-
lionlivres, guaran.
teed by France,

Dec. 31. Spanith loan, -

Farmers general of
France, -

21,500
71500

7,840
34,000

212,000

74,074
7,500
7,840

DesrT.

184,254

1783, DoMEsTIC
Dec.31. Loan-office  debt,
11,473,802.26, at 6

per cent, -
Liquidated  debt,
701,404, at dittp,
Ar. debt, 5,635,618,

at ditto, -

1,184,176
21,043

676,373
S —c—
1,881,490
Deduét the requifi-

tion of Sept. 4,

1783, - 1,200,000
1783.

Dec. 3z, Loan-office debt,
Liquidated debt,
Unliquidated  debt,

eftimated. at 8 mil- -
lion dollars, fup-
pofe one third now
liquidated, 5
Army deot -

681,490
749,050
412,034

———

160,000
338,136
—— 1,389,330
. e
oy Sl 3:813,539.33
The committee were apprifed,, that thie refolutions of
congrefs of April the 18th, 1783, had récommended to
the feveral ftates the réing*in annual revenue, for the
purpofe of difchar'ging the principal and intereft of the
national debt, by the eftablithment of certain impofts,
and providing furplementary funds for a given term of
years, to be raifed in fuch a way as they might judge
moft convenient; but it occurred to them, that thofe
recommendations were fill under fufpenfe with feversl
of the legiflatures, fome ot them having as yet acceded
to the impoft only, and others decided neither on the
impoft nor fupﬁlementary funds; that however defirable
a compliance therewith is, for the prefervation of our
faith, and eftablithment of a nationarcrcnit, yet as timne
has already elapfed, and more . muft elapfe before their
final confirmation can be hoped, as, after jt fhall be oh.
tained, time ®ill alfo be requifite to advance the plan
to the term of a&ual colle&ion, good faith I:qunl‘tl,
that in the mean while other meafures thou!d be rejorted
to, for the purpofe of difcharging the growing-injgtest.
In the fatement of the intereft due at the clofe of the
year 1783, the committee have fuppofed its amoust J¢f-
ened by 1,200,000 dollars, required and a portiofied
by the refolutions of congrefs ot September xge 4th and
1oth, 1781, and appropriated to the fole purpofe. of
paying the intereft of the publicdebt, This requifition
gave licence to the fates to apply fo much as fhould be
neceflary of their refpe&ive quotas of it, to the payment
of intereft due on certificates iffued from the loan.office
of their own Rates, and other liquidated debts of the
United States contra&ed therein, Hence th fuppofe
it has happened, that the a&ual payments of t ¢fe quo- ~
tas have been uncommunicated to the office of finance
for the United States, The committee are of opinion,
that the ftates fiould be defired to communicate to the
fuperintendent of finance, the payments they have made
under this requifition, and w%ere they have been in.
complete, to haften their completion, as the means fill

Total,
N, i

relied on by congrefs for the difcharge of that pan of
the intereft of the public debt.——And while oq \big
fubjedt, they beg leave to add, that from the reprefey,
tation to congrefs by the minifter ot France, Teferreq
to this committee, they learn, that in fome ot the fRatg
a difcrimination has taken place bctween the Citizeng of
their own and fubjeéts or citizens of other countries
which was not authorifed by the faid refolution ; 7 per
are of opinion, that fuch Rates thould be fequired to
revife and reform their proceedings herein, and 1o 1.
tend the benefits both paft and future of this proyige,
equaily and impartially to all perfons within its delcrip.
tion,

Your committee then came to confider, in what w,
it would be beft to call tor the fums requifite tor the fere
vices before ftated; and they thought it their duty ig
the firlt place to enquire, whether no furplufes migag
remain on former requifitions of conmgrefs, after (5
purpoies were effected to which they were originall) e
propriated ; under an aflurance, that it would be >aty
the duty and fenfe of congreis, to apply fuch fUIp{u“‘
in every inttance, towards leffening the next requifitions
on the flates. They found, in fadt, that fucha fur, Joy
would remain on the requifition of Oétober 30, 133,
for eight millions of doilars for the fervices ot the en.
fuing year, and that this furplus would be great trop
the following ciicumitances s— I hat requifition wag ¢g;.
mated, on fuppofition tihat the continental army wogly
be completed by the ftates to its tull eitabiithment; ary
that cloathing, fubfiitence, and other neceflaries for
fuch an army, muit of courfc be provided. ‘I he jtate
wre far fhort of producing fuch an army. Hence the
calls for money were proportionally abridged. It way
eftimated too on the turther fuppofition, that we might
be dilappointed in the endeavours we were then exerte
ing to borrow money toth at home and abroad, and of
courle that the whoie muit "¢ {upplied by taxes. icang
however were obtained, and the furplus increafed by
this fecond caute. A third circumitance has funber
enlarged it. ‘I'he payments on this requifition bave
been fmall and flow.. Hence, inftea:l of ihoncy, thote
who ferved and tupplied the United States have received
certificates only tiiat money is Gue to them, and thele
debts have been transterred to the funi piopsiet-to be-
raited by way of impoft; fo that though © = debts exift,
they are removed from 'his to ancther tund. To know
then the amount of this furplus, :he commirtee ex.
tended their enquiries to the fums adually receiv-d
unu:1 s requifition, the purpote. to which they hare
been applied, and the anticipations thereof fili unifati.
fied. They found that 1,486,511.71 only ot the eight
miliions ot dollars had been received at'the treafury st
th: ciofe of the year 1783; that thefe had been apriied
to the fervices of the yeirs 1783 and 1983, and th: tor
otuer fervives of the fame years, deots were contrted
to the awount of ahout one miilion ot collars neie,
which depend for their difiharge on further receps
under this requifition ; a (tatement of ihe expenditire
of which turs thould be made out and ‘orwa. e to
the legiflatures of the feveral ftaes. Youi con tre,
theg, ai¢ of opinion, thata furplu: of 5 513 483 =3 dul
a:&}l remain of this requifition, after antwoin, ail
the deinands which a&ually aroje againgt it, which were
not an(wered by o her m-ans, nor t1an«f . rred to other
funds; and th:t this turplus ought to be applied, fo far
as it will go, to the conmon purpofes ot the United
States, o as to prevent new requifitions on them till the
old fhall have been cxha 'fted, and to fhew to t..ofe who
may have paid thewr whole quota of any requifiticn,
that they will not be called on anew, till all the other
ftates thall in like manner have paid up their quoas.

. Your committee found alfo that there was a 1equifi-
tion of Congrels of O&ober 16, 1783, for two mill-ons
of dollars for the fervices'of the year 1783, on whch
fome fmall payments 1.ad beefi tendered, but that the
fuperintendent of finance had found it better to receive
and credit them as part of the eight millions. They
are accordingly comprebend.d in tue fum before ftated
to have been paid in under that head,

Having thus ftated the demands exifting againft the
ﬂat;i, the committee would rave performed but haif
their duty, had they paffed over unnoticed their condis
tion to pay the Their abiitties muft be meafured in
weighing their bhsthens” Their creditors themfelzes

wwill view them juft relieved fiom the 1avages of preca.

tory armics, returning from an attendance on camps,
to the culture of their fields—be inning to fow, but not
yet having reaped—exhaufted ofneceﬂ? ries and habitu-
al ‘comforts, and therefore needing new fupplies out of
the firft proceeds of their labour, Forbearance then, to
a certain degree, willfoggeft itfelf to them. Congrefs,
intrufted with th: difpenfation of juftice between the
public and its creditors, will fuppofe both parties defi-
rous that their mutual fituations thould be confidescd
and accommodated. Your committee are of opinion,
that if the whole balances of the two requifitions of
¢ight and ot two millions, fhould be rigoroufly called
into payment within the courfe of the prefent year, a
compliance with fuch call would produce much diftrefs;
and that a pioportion fhort of this thould be fix=d or,
within the reach of the leaft as well as of the moft able
ftates. They propofe therefore that the ftates be re.
quired to furnith within the courfe of the prefent year,
fuch part of their deficiencies under the requifition of
eight millions, as, with their payments to the clofe of
the laft year, will make up one balf of their originil
quota thereof s And that thefe payments be appropri-
ated in conformity with the flatement in the firlt part
of this report, gving generally, where accommodation
cannot be ¢fletted among the feveral objetts, a pre-
ferenu.:ccordin to the order in which they are ar-
n?ed in the faid ftatement. .
ut while this proportion of former deficiencies is of
neceffity called for, under the preflure of demands
which will admit neither denial nor delay, and the
pun&ual compliance of every ftate is expeéted, to enable
the federal adminiftration w; certainty to fatisfy thele
demahds, it 13 earneftly and warmly recommended to
the abler Rat:_: to go as far beyond this proportion in
fpecie, as their happier fituation will admit, under an
affurance that fuch further contributions will be applied
towards difcharging the public debt agreeably to the pre.
ceding ftatement, and will be placed to their creditin the
next requititions, with intereft thereon from the time of
Payments and alfo that before any further demand is
made upon the Rates, under the requifition for two mil-
lioas of dollars, or the regnifition for eight millions of

/




